Bob Russell has been dubbed “The
Voice of Colchester” because of his
regular contributions in the House of
Commons as well as on radio and
television and in the newspapers.
Here he joins presenters at SGR
Colchester when he was a guest co-
presenter one morning for the local
radio station’s breakfast programme.

The official opening of
the new Stanway
School, replacing the
one built 40 years ago,
was marked with the
ceremonial planting by
Bob Russell of an oak
tree - one of several
trees he has grown

Colchester United captain Karl Duguid
and MP Bob Russell with the trophy
presented to the U’s when the football
club won promotion to the
Championship. Bob, a season-ticket
holder, has been active in the campaign
towards building a Community Stadium.

Millennium Volunteers proudly display
their certificates which were presented
by Bob Russell.

BUSY MP

In addition to having the best voting
attendance record of any Opposition
MP in the country, Bob Russell also
asks more Questions of Government
Ministers (on a wide range of local,
national and international issues) than
the majority of MPs.

from acorns and
donated to schools.

A group of Iraqi politicians were welcomed to
the House of Commons by Bob Russell.

Through his membership of the Home
Affairs Select Committee, Bob Russell
addresses a meeting of
Parliamentarians from European
Union countries held in Brussels. He
spoke about the need for greater co-
operation between the police forces of
the 25 EU countries in tackling
international crime, terrorism and
illegal immigration.

Colchester- -
based

builders’ .o g
merchants

Kent Blaxill
invited Bob
Russell to
officially open
the company’s
enlarged
trading
premises in
Layer Road.

Every month he writes nearly 1,000
letters either to constituents or on their
behalf to Government departments and
numerous public agencies.

He usually works a 7-day, 80-hour
week.

MP Bob Russell’s long memory saved Colchester
Council Taxpayers £100,000. He recalled that
former Highways Depot land (sold for housing)
over which the County Council had laid a
financial claim had in fact been bought 30 years
ago by the Borough Council.
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Hat-trick! Bob Russell

celebrates after being
elected for the third time
as Colchester’s MP.

1st IN COLCHESTER

Bob Russell was re-elected as MP for
Colchester in last year’s General
Election — his majority increased yet
again to 6,277, more than trebled from
when he was first elected in 1997 — as
residents showed their support for
Bob’s record of hard work representing
the town and its people in Parliament.
He polled 21,145 votes, pulling further
ahead of the Tories with Labour
continuing to lose support and once
more coming third.

Bob
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TOP IN BRITAIN

Official figures published by the
House of Commons Library
confirm that Bob Russell has
once again — for the ninth
consecutive year! - registered the
best voting attendance record of
any Opposition MP in Britain.

At 92 per cent, Liberal Democrat
Mr Russell’s attendance is not
only better than the county’s
Labour MPs but also significantly
higher than that achieved by
Conservative MPs in Essex who
averaged only 70 per cent.

Mr Russell’s performance is all
the more remarkable because he
spent time away from the House
of Commons visiting troops in
Iraq through his membership of
the Armed Forces Bill Committee.

LEADING BACKBENCHER

MPs from all political parties
nominated Bob Russell for the
coveted title of “Back Bencher of
the Year” for 2005 in recognition
of his performance in the House
of Commons as a hard-working
MP - in the chamber for
questions and debates,
membership of committees and
service on all-party groups.

The previous year he was
nominated as “Parliamentary
Environment  Champion” in
recognition of his involvement in
environmental issues.

Britain’s hardest working constituency MP
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Best wishes.
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Member of Parliament

W%t ... and on national issues.




