I am appalled at the latest delay in starting work on the Community Stadium.

Not for the first time, I have been obliged to take it upon myself to pursue matters directly with the North Essex Mental Health Trust, one of the three public landowners in north Colchester who hold the key to the lack of progress. I have also written to English Partnerships, another landowner.

Attached are copies of the letters which I wrote to them on 23rd May. 
Also attached is a copy of a News Release which I issued last week.

I must also inform you - more in sorrow than anger - that I have found it increasingly difficult to work with Colchester Borough Council in seeking to resolve matters affecting the stadium. I believe the Council’s attitude towards me is politically motivated.

This in turn, I believe, has led to my exclusion from the deliberations of the “stadium stakeholders group” - a quango of some 27 people, only two of whom I can describe as being traditional U’s supporters.

The voice of the fans is thus heavily outweighed - by 13 to 1.

I had hoped that Colchester United Football Club would have wanted to directly involve supporters, but my attempts - first made just over a year ago as we headed for the Championship, and repeated subsequently - have met with a negative response. I offered to launch a fund-raising appeal, for supporters and the wider community, to raise money towards the furniture and fittings of the Community Stadium.

We have lost a year of fund-raising because the Club has not been prepared to get involved with what I was proposing. Without their backing, I was not able to proceed.

Also attached are four linked letters which I have written to the Borough Council Officer directly involved in matters relating to the Community Stadium, plus my most recent letter to the Council’s Chief Executive. I await responses to my detailed questions with great interest; I will post them on my web-site when they are received - as will be the responses from the North Essex Mental Health Trust and English Partnerships.

For U’s fans, having campaigned for so long for a new stadium - one worthy of a club now in the Championship - I fear that it is going to be a huge disappointment.

I notice that Milton Keynes’ 22,000 all-seater stadium cost £60 million. We are getting 10,000 seats for £14 million. At these figures, MK Dons (two divisions lower in League 2) are getting a stadium of double the quality of our utility, boring and what I believe will be a woefully inadequate stadium in what it provides.

I consider that U’s fans are to be short-changed and effectively told: “like it or lump it.” We are to get a stadium built with the attitudes of the 20th century and not the 21st.

Colchester and those who support its football club deserve better.

- Bob Russell, MP for Colchester, and a U’s supporter for 50 years
