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Defections deny democracy to the people of Colchester
Liberal Democrats have today demanded that the people of Colchester should have the right to determine who governs them, and not have that right taken away from them by dodgy deals done behind closed doors.

The decision of Councillors Terry and Craig Sutton to join the Conservative Party means that the Conservatives now have a majority on the Borough Council, despite having dismally failed to achieve a mandate from the voters of Colchester in May.

Liberal Democrat group leader Martin Hunt, the only opposition councillor who remembers first-hand a full Tory administration, said: ‘It’s been more than 20 years since the people of Colchester have wanted the Conservatives to rule them and as recently as May they rejected the Conservatives once again. The decision by the Suttons to join the Conservatives is not just a slap in the face to the residents of Berechurch, who elected them as Liberal Democrats, but to every resident of Colchester, telling them that their votes don’t count.’

Councillor Hunt went on to say ‘David Cameron talks about wanting to restore trust in politics, but his party’s actions in Colchester show their true face, willing to do dodgy deals behind the public’s backs, ignoring what they said at the ballot box just two months ago. If Terry and Craig really think that Colchester needs a Conservative Administration, they should have the courage to resign and fight a by-election on that issue now rather than wait until the end of their terms of office. The actions of two people have changed the political map of Colchester overnight – it is not their place to be that self-important – it is a decision for all the electors of their ward.’
ENDS
For further information contact Martin Hunt on 01206 514776 or cllr.martin.hunt@colchester.gov.uk
