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PRESS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Colchester Lib Dems propose £60,000 cut in Councillors’ allowances and performance-related pay for Councillors
Following public concern at the 16.3% pay rise proposed for members of Colchester Borough Council, the Liberal Democrat group on Colchester Borough Council have put forward their proposals for Councillor’s allowances.

Cllr Martin Hunt, the leader of the Liberal Democrat group, will propose an amendment at tomorrow’s Council meeting that will limit any increase in Councillor’s allowances to just 3% - the rate of inflation. Under this proposal, the basic councilllor’s allowance will rise to just £5,312.86 instead of the proposed £6,000. With the reduction in Special Responsibility Allowances that go along with this, the proposal would cut just over £60,000 from the budget for Councillors allowances, the equivalent cost of two Police Community Support Officers or Street Wardens.

Cllr Hunt will also propose that any above-inflationary increase in Councillors’ allowances should only come when they meet performance targets set by the Council’s Independent Remuneration Panel.
Cllr Hunt said: “It’s ludicrous that we should be voting ourselves a 16% pay rise while telling staff they won’t get anywhere near that much. If Councillors really are worth as much as the Leader of the Council claims, then we should demonstrate it by meeting targets before we get a rise, just as anyone else would be expected to do. By voting for our amendment to the proposals, Councillors can show that they have confidence in themselves to earn this pay increase, not just take it as though it’s their right.”

He continued: “By introducing performance-related pay for Councillors, we would be showing that we are a visionary Council, as no other Council has taken this step. This is a way in which the Council can help to reconnect with the people it serves.”

ENDS
For further details contact Martin Hunt on 01206 514776 or Nick Barlow on 07981 896375.
The full text of Cllr Hunt’s amendment is as follows:

That the recommendations of the Independent Remuneration Panel as set out in Paragraph 4.3 of the report by the Head of Corporate Services be approved and adopted subject to:-

(i)
In part (a) the deletion of the sum “£6,000” and its replacement by the sum ”£5,312.86”  and the insertion of the words “, representing a 3% increase in the Basic Allowance for 2006/07”;

(ii)
In part (c) the deletion of the thirteen Special Responsibility Allowance sums and their replacement by the following sums respectively: ”£15,938.58, £10,041.31, £9,563.15, £5,578.50, £5,578.50, £5,578.50, £4,781.57, £3,187.72, £6,375.43, £3,825.26, £1,912.63, £836.78 and £717.24”;

(iii)
In part (k) the deletion of the words ” In due course the Panel would be interested to see” and their replacement with the words “The Chief Executive be instructed to bring forward as soon as possible” and the deletion of the words “and its possible relationship to the Basic Allowance” and their replacement by the words “with a view to enabling Members to earn a Basic 

Allowance of £6,000 per annum and the consequential pro rata Special Responsibility Allowances when agreed targets have been reached in 12 months time.”

The savings made are as follows:

£41228.40 from cutting the basic allowance for Councillors from £6000 to £5312.86

£2061.42 from cutting the Leader of the Council’s allowance

£1298.69 from cutting the Deputy Leader of the Council’s allowance

£7421.10 from cutting the allowance for members of the Cabinet from £10,600 to £9563.15
£2164.50 from cutting the allowances for the chairs of the Scrutiny, Finance and Planning Committees from £6,300 to £5,578.50

£618.43 from cutting the Chair of the Licensing Committee’s allowance

£1649.12 from cutting the allowance for Chairs of other panels from £3600 to £3187.72

£824.57 from cutting the Opposition Leader’s allowance

£494.74 from cutting the Labour group’s leader’s allowance

£247.37 from cutting the Highwoods group’s leader’s allowance

£1190.42 from cutting the allowance for Planning Committee members from £945 to £836.78

£1020.36 from cutting the allowance for Licensing Committee members from £810 to £717.24

Total savings from these cuts would be £60,219.12
