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PRESS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Martin Hunt chosen as new Colchester Lib Dem leader
The Liberal Democrat group on Colchester Borough Council have chosen Councillor Martin Hunt (Christ Church) as their new Group Leader. Cllr Hunt takes office immediately, replacing Cllr Anne Turrell (Mile End) who has been the group’s acting leader since the resignation of Cllr Terry Sutton (Berechurch). Cllr Turrell remains as the Group’s Deputy Leader.
Cllr Hunt, a former Mayor of Colchester, said: “I’m honoured and delighted that my colleagues have chosen me to be their leader on the Council. Last Thursday showed that we have the support of the people of Colchester as we bucked the national trend to see off a ferocious Tory challenge and kept them from achieving the overall control of the Council they wrongly predicted they would win.”

He continued, “My aim as leader will be to show the people of the Borough that the Liberal Democrats offer a better vision for the future of Colchester than the Conservatives.”

The Liberal Democrats have 21 seats on Colchester Borough Council after the elections, having gained a seat in Wivenhoe Cross where Mark Cory became the youngest Councillor in Colchester’s history, while losing a hard-fought contest in Prettygate. Lesley Scott-Boutell was re-elected with an increased majority in Stanway while Nick Barlow defeated a national Green Party campaign to be elected in Castle Ward. 

The Liberal Democrats remain the largest party in terms of both votes and Councillors within the town and constituency of Colchester, holding 19 of the 35 seats within the new constituency boundaries.

The Liberal Democrat group also chose Cllr Peter Higgins (New Town) as their Chair, replacing the retiring Ken Jones, while Cllr Nick Barlow (Castle) became the Group’s new Press Secretary. Liberal Democrat Councillor Ray Gamble (St John’s) will be the Mayor of Colchester for the next year.
ENDS

Martin Hunt (Group Leader) can be contacted for further comment on 01206 514776 or cllr.martin.hunt@colchester.gov.uk
For other press enquiries, contact Nick Barlow (Press Secretary) on 01206 573516, 07981 896375 or nick.barlow@gmail.com
The full Liberal Democrat Group on Colchester Borough Council:

Berechurch Ward: Craig Sutton, Terry Sutton

Castle Ward: Nick Barlow, Chris Hall, Henry Spyvee

Christ Church Ward: Nick Cope, Martin Hunt

Harbour Ward: Mary Blandon, Justin Knight

Mile End Ward: Anne Turrell

New Town Ward: Margaret Fisher, Peter Higgins, Theresa Higgins

Shrub End Ward: Linda Barton

St Anne’s Ward: Helen Chuah, Barrie Cook, Mike Hogg

St John’s Ward: Ray Gamble, Paul Smith

Stanway Ward: Lesley Scott-Boutell

Wivenhoe Cross Ward: Mark Cory
